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A 


SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF THE 

MARRATtA STATE. 


TPhE firft perfon that appears to have 
lignalized himfelf at the head of this ftate 
was Sevi, or Sevajee, the fon of Sambba, 
who was a defeendant of the Rajah Randee 
of Oodeipoof. He maintained a long war 
with Aurengzebe, who having, v.itli great 
difficulty, overcome him, and feized big 
perfon, carried him with him to Dehly, 
and there had him clofely confined j but 
Sevajee, by procuring the interceffion of one 
of the Begums, who was of the Oodelpoor 
family, found means, after fomc time, to 
R have 
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have the feverity of his confinement relaxed, 
and then, having watched his opportunity, 
made his efcape in the drefs of a SanalTce 
fakcer, and travelled undetefted in a large 
company of that profeflion into the pro- 
vince of Bengal. His cfcape being known, 
orders were ilTued throughout all parts of the 
kingdom to apprehend him j and a nazer- 
hauz, or emiffary, having introduced him- 
felf into this body of Akeers with that 
view, adtually difcovered Scvajee among 
them; but inllead of keeping his own 
counfel, called out, with an air of triumph, 
“ I am fure Sevajee is amongft you.” E’er 
the Nsizim of Bengal, however, could be 
apprized of the difeovery, and ifliie the 
warrants for his arreft, Seva took care to 
move off in the night, and reached the 
territories of the Decan in fafety. There by 
his vackeels, whom he Hill contrived to 
maintain at the court of Tkali Shah, he 

made 
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made himfelf known to that prince, was 
fent for by him immediately, and loaded 
'with civilities and compliments : this was 
in the day-time, and Sevajee retired to his 
lodging. But at night, when T^nah Shah 
fent for him again, Sevajee returned him 
for anfwer, “ That in all Hindoftdn he 
** had feen three fpecial blockheads:— 
ift, Aurengzcbc, that with fo much la- 
hour and pains had fccured his perfon, 
and could not keep him when he had 
him ; adly. The emillary in Bengal who 
** difcovered him, and yet failed in appre.. 

bending him j and, 3dly, The Shah him.. 
** fclf, into whole prefence, Seva obferved, 
** his own feet had carried him that morn., 
ing, and yet he had not the fenfe to fe- 
cure him ; and now, ” continued he, 
think not that a bird that has flown out 
** of the cage will be lb eafily caught again, 
** or that I too am a fool to fall into the 
B 2 “ fnare 
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lhare you havo laid for me.” lie fled 
from Heiderabad the fame moment, and 
made his way good to Sattarah, where 
he collcdied his llattercd forces, prepared 
himfelf for war, and fet on foot the fame 
difliirbances in the empire that had cojl Au* 
rengzehe fo much to fupprefs before. It is 
liud, that vvhen he left Heiderabad, he had 
nothing of value about him but a ring, 
worth about two rupees and a half; and 
that having fold it, he continued to liv« 
upon the amount till h© reached Sattdrahi 
where he entered on the polTeffion of a 
kingdom, Aurengzebe was now obliged 
to march into the Dccan a feeond timei 
and, after long wars and much ftratagemi 
he at length got Seva into his power again i 
but Aurengzebe was tlien become old and 
infirm, and the Begum, who was the pa- 
trpnefs of Sevajee, interceded for him with 
fpeh fuccefs, that Ihp not only proepred 

liim 
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h(m pardon for all his paft offences, but 
got him reinftated in his kingdom, with a 
hmiaun to colleft the chouth on the Decan, 
and other provinces over which he fliould 
prevail. This firmaun of Aurengzcbe the 
Marrattas fay they are ftill poirelfed of, and 
that the chouth allowed them in it is at tlie 
rate of ten per cent, on the revenue. 

When Rajah SevI died, his fon. Rajah 
Sahoo, fucceeded him in his kingdom, and 
enlarged it by confiderable conquclls. The 
declining Rate of the empire during the 
reign of Mohammed Shah, gave him an op- 
portunity of levying the chouth on feveral 
provinces j and the extraordinary aggrandize- 
ment of his power has rendered his name 
famous to this day. When he grew old, 
he fummoned before him all his principal 
ohiefs and generals, in order to afeertain their 
abilities and prowefs; for among his own 

relations 



fdatjons he faw none that he thought worthy 
to fuccecd him in the full exercife of that 
power which he polTefled. Amidft all thofe, 
therefore, that came before him on this oc- 
cafion, the perfon that appeared moil emi- 
nent in worth and dignity was Baujee Row, 
8 Bramin, and native of the province of 
Gokun, On being queftioned by Rajah 
Salioo concerning the power and influence 
he poflelTed in the realm, Baujee Row* told 
him, that he had 25,000 horfe then aftually 
ready for the the fleld, and could raife as 
many mote in a very ihort fpace of time. 
Rajah Sahoo, therefore, feledted him from 
among the rellr, invefted him with the of- 
fice and title of Paishwah, or Leader of 


• The writer fccins here to have millakcn the name of 
the fon for that of the father. The perfon here deferibed 
maft have been BilTonauth Balauj’ee, whofe eldeft fon wai 
called Baujee Row, as indeed is mentioned by this writer ^ 
himfclf ia the fetj^el. 
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ell the Marratta Chiefs, and granted him 
an allowance of ten per cent, on all the Mar- 
ratja revenue, as well as ten per cent, on all 
the chouth that ihould be collefted, for his 
own private expences, bcfides what he was 
to receive for the pay of the troops, &c. in 
token of which elevation he girt him round 
with a golden fafh, and ordered all the 
othet generals to be obedient to his orders 
^ authority. 

The Marrattas, then, conlider Rajah 
Sahoo as having been a fharer with tlie Em- 
peror of Dchly in the whole kingdom of 
Hindoftan, and therefore of imperial dig- 
nity. The Paiihwah they conlkkf as a 
viceroy, or regent, with unlimited powers, 
and the minifters of the Pailhwah as th® 
viziers, or prime minifter of other king- 
doms. 


At 
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At prefent Ram Rajah is a priTonei* af 
large in the fort of Sattdrah. He is defcen- 
ded from the brother of Rajah Sahoo, a; id 
the Marratta chiefs account him the proper 
mafter of the Kifligah,- without which no 
Paiflivvah can be appointed; and his name 
is alfo inferted in the Paifliwah’s feal. 

Baujee Row and Chemnaujee Appah 
Were the Ions of BilTonauth*. • Chemnaujec 
Appah had one fon, whole name was Sa- 
dalhevah; but he has been more commonly 
called Bhaw Sahab. He was killed in the 
battle with the Abdaulees, but his wife Hill 
lives : her name is Pdrabatty Baee, and Ihe 
has a great lhare in the politics of the Pailli- 
wah’s court. 


■* This is plainly the BilTonauth Baulaujcc mentioned la 
the above note, and confirms what is there oLferved. 


Baujer 
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Baujee Row had three ions, viz. BaU-^ 
laujee Pundet, vulgarly called Nannah, Ra- 
^onauth Row, and Shamlhair Behaudur 
who was born of Muflammah Maftauny. 

Baulaujee Pundet had three fons: 
Biflwafs Row, the eldeft, was killed in the 
battle with the Abdaulees ; the fecond was 
Maudheverow, who governed as Pailhwah 
for twelve years, and died. He was an ex- 
cellent chief. The tliird was Narrayen Row, 
■who was alTafTinated by means of tlie in- 
trigues of Ragonauth Row, and by the 
hands of Sheikh Yufuph Gardia, Somair 
Sing, &c. Mandheverow, the fon of Nar- 
dyen Row, a child of two years, is now 
on tlie Mufuud as Pailhwali. 

* He WM alfo called Jaiinobali. 


c 


Account 
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Account of the AJfaJjination of NARRAVEMjr 
Row, and the frjl Rife of the Dijiurbances 
between Ragonautii Row and bis op- 
ponents. 

JVIaudheverow, the cider brother of 
Nariiyen Row, goverend asPaifhwah twelve 
years, and by his amiable condud gave uni- 
verfal fatisfaftion to thofe undet his autho- 
rity. Even his uncle Ragonauth Row he 
took care to foothe and pacify, though at 
the fame time he kept him a kind of pri- 
foner at large in the caftle*. But Narrayen 
Row, who was then only nineteen years 
old, had no fooner been feated on the Muf- 
nud, than he ordered Ragonauth Row into 


• By the caftle he meaiu the palace of the Paifliwah at 
foonoh. 

Arid 
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confinement *, fpoke of him privately 
in infulting and injurious terms, and ufed 
all means to mortify and humble him.~ 
^Ragonauth Row, no longer able to bear fuch 
treatment, concerted meafures with Somair 
Sing Jematdar and Yufuph Khan Gardie, 
men not of the Marratta nation, and who 
had been raifed and patronifed by former 
Pailhwahs. As there had hitherto been no 
inftance of trealbns or confpiracies in the 
Marratta ftate, the palace of the Paifliwah 
was not at all fecured, either by watchmen, 
guards, or any forccv Somair Sing and 
Yufuph Khan, therefore, with their relpec- 
tive corps, entered the caftle on pretence of 


^ His confinement In Narrayen Row^s time was, if any 
thing, more cafy, which indeed may be prefumed from hi» 
negotiations with the murderers of that prince ; for if it 
had been y?r/V7, in the fenfe here intended, fuch people 
could not have found means to concert thefe meafures with 
him. 

C 2 
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coming to demand their pay *, and fur* 
rounded the palace of Narrayen Row; after 
which, entering the houfe, they came to 
the apartment where Ragonauth Row -f* and ^ 
the young prince were together, and im-' 
mediately prepared themlclves to aflaffinate 
the latter. Narrayen Row, JciWg thcfitua- 
tion he was in, threw hinifclf in tears at the 
feet of his uncle, crying out, in the moil; 
aftedling manner, “ I feek no greatnefs ; I 
“ want no government: you are my father’s 
“ brotlicr, and I your brother’s fon ; grant 
“ me but my life, and be yourfelf Paiih-i 
“ wall.” Upon this Ragonauth Row ap-. 
parently faid a great deal to forbid thenij 


• On pretence of (^oinor to rolI-cajU-ig. Somair Sing 
and Khertg Slug were two olliccrs that had the charge of 
the palace iticlf. 

f Ragonauth Row was in the palace, but in an apart- 
ment of his own ; and Narrayen Row, on the alarm, ran 
thither to him, 

but 
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but they not crediting the Jinccrity of his 
commands, proceeded to their 'veork, and killed 
Nirraycn Row. They afterwards befet 
Ragprijiuth Row for two days in the callle 
for the four Lacks of Rupees he had en- 
gaged to give them; but at length Mooroo- 
bah Pher Ncvecs "f-, a man of great diftinc-. 
tion at Poonaii, and the foji of the fccretaiy 
of the civil department, paid them two 
Lacks in ready money, out of his own pri- 
fate purfc, and having fettled the mode of 
payment of the reft, delivered Ragonautli 
p.ow from this dilemma. There was then 
i general meeting of the Marratta chiefs, to 
ippoint a fuccclTor to Narrayen Row ; and 

I . . . 

lulaujcc, a khidmatJar of Narrayen Row, was the 
Jjirfon that killed him, 

f t Pher, or Phed Ncvccs, is the Chief Secretary of the 
fevil Dcparimcnt. The word P/W is a Marratta word 
fenifving a Dcrbar, or Cutchery, the place where all the 
Ifmefs of the civil department is tranfaOed; and 

Perfian \\ord hgnifying San/a/y, 
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as there was no one left of the family of 
Baulajee Row, except Ragonauth Row, they 
found theinfclves under a ncccffity, without 
farther confideration, of placing him upon the 
Mufnud. Some time after this he aflembled 
all his forces, and marched to make war on 
tlie Navaub Nizam Aly Khan. Sakharam 
Bauboo and Baulaujee Pundet took leave of 
him on the march, and returned to the c'ty 
of Poonah to cany on the affairs of govern- 
ment, while the other chiefs accompanied 
Ragonauth Row on his expedition. At the 
expiration of eight months, Gangaw Bauec, 
tile widow of Narrayen Row, who was 
pregnant at the time of her hufband’s death, 
was delivered of a fon. Upon tliis event*, 

• The writer is here miftaken in the order of events. 
Gangaw Bauec was not delivered till after the revolution, 
though, being in the third month of her pregnancy, they 
fccurcd her, and took Ram Rajah out of his confinement 
at Sattarah, to ferve as a ftate-engine, till her delivery 
Should a^Tord them another. 


Sakharam 
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Sakliaram Bauboo (who had formerly ferved 
i Ragonauth Row as his dewan, and is a 
iribfei-Ii, old politician), Baulajce Phcr Neva's, 

' and others, amounting; in all to twelve of 
i the principal men in the government, con- 
fulted together j and 'having taken her and 
idler child, %Jaudhcvcrow, into the fort of 
I’oorcndher, which is nine cofs * diftant 
from Poonah, with a fufiicient ftock of ne- 
^elfiries, they there fecured themfelves. 
^he fortrefs of Poorendher is fcated on a 
•ock two miles high, and is exceedingly 
Irong. The names of thefe twelve chiefs^ 
vho are famous for the appellation of the 
Twelve Brothers, arc as follow: 

1. Sakharam Bauboo. 

2. Baulaujee Pundet, vulg. Nanah Phef 
i^evees. 

' It is eleven cofs dlilnnt from Poonah. 


3. Mooroo- 
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3. Mooroobah Pher Nevces, firft coufirf 
to Baulaiijee Pundet. 

4. Trimbec MdniMi, called fo becauic 
he was mamoo, or uncle, by the mother’s 
fide, of Bhaw Sahab, alias Sadalhevah Row, 
alias Sudabah. 

5. Saubaujee Bhonfalah, fon of Ragho- 
Jce Bhonfalah. 

6. Meer Moofah Khan dewan to the 
Navaub Nizam Aly Klun. 

7. Ilarrce Pundet Phadkiah (from Phad- 
■kay, a family name). 

8. Vauman Row, the brother of Gopawl 
Row. 

9. Malhar Row Raftah, of the cajl of the 
'^hrojfs '\ he was uncle of Narrayen Row 
by the mother’s fide. 

• Called alfo Rulckun ud Dowlah. 

•f Tills is a millakc : he is a Bramiiu 


10. Bhowo 
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• 10 . Bhown Row Prittee Nidhec, chief 
pridhaun, or vizier. 

I r . Nauroo Appah, the Soubahdar of die 
city of Poonah and its dependencies. 

12. Nauroo Bauhjec*, who has the 
fuperintetidence of all the forts. 

These chiefs, after confulting together, 
agreed in opinion, that Ragonauth Row, in 
the murder of his nephew, had been guilty 
of fuch an ai5t of trcacher}' as had not its 
equal in all the Marratta liiftory; and tliat 
as there was a fon of Narrayen Row furviv- 
ing -(•, he alone had the proper title to the 

Pailh- 

^ He lias the fuperlntendence of three or four fins.— 
The Marrattas have hundreds of forts in their poiTefTion, 
which were never placed under the Infpeftion of one officer. 
He is alfo called NAroo Pundt t. 


f Here the writer has been mifinformed ; for this fon was 
not born when they plotted the revolution. I'hcy confult'- 

D c4 
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Paifliwahfhip, This point once fettled, 
they wrote letters to the chiefs that had ac- 
companied Ragonauth Row on his expedi- 
tion} and this meafure had fuch an efFed, 
that moll of them withdrew from him by 
degrees, a part retiring to their own govern- 
ments, and the reft joining the liandard of 
the fon of Narrayen Row. Ragonauth 
Row, on feeing the ruin that hung over 
him, ceafed from his hoftilities * againft 
Nizam Aly Khan, and betook himfelf to 
Tukkojee Holker, Mahadajee Sendheeah, 
and the other chiefs who relide at their ja- 
geers in Udgein, and the neighbouring dif- 


ed the aftrologers, and were affured by them that Gangaw 
Bauee would have a fon j and their dependence on that pro- 
mife was fo firm, that they proceeded as they would have 
done if a fon had adlually been born. 

• The faft Is that he had already made peace with the 
Nizam, and was within five days march of the Carnatic 
when the news of the revolution reached his camp* 

trids. 
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trids. His fortune, however, had now 
forfdken him, and they refufed him their 
affiftance, alleging that though they profef- 
fed an abfolute fubjedtion to the authority 
of the Pailhwah, yet as his family was now 
immerfed in feuds and dillenfions, they 
would by no means interfere by lending 
their aid to either party, but would fit neuter 
till the quarrel lliould be decided, and would 
then pay homage to him v/ho fhould be fix- 
ed on the Mufnud of the Paifliwahfliip. 

The country of Udgein lies to the north- 
eaft of Poonah, at the difiance of an hun- 
dred and thirty kerray cofs *. 

Ragonauth Row, unable to prevail, 
returned from thence, had an engagement 

• A kerray cofs is equal to two of the common meafure. 

D 2 
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with Trimbec Row Mdmah *, in which 
the latter was llain, and then went to Surat, 
where he folicited fuccours from the Eng- 
lifh. The gentlemen there being under the 
orders of the Governor and Council of 
Bombay, confultcd them on the occafion, 
and they both determined to adift Ragonauth 
Row with three battalions of fepoys and a 
train of artillery. At that time tlie Marrat- 
ta chiefs that were on the fide of Ragonauth 
Row were, Manaujee Phankerah*|', Go-, 
venderow Kayekvaur (the brother of Fateh 
Sing Kayekvaur, who was with the other 
party), and fome other chiefs of inferiot 


• The writer miftakes the order of the events : Raga** 
nauth Row fiift conquered Trimbcc, and then proceeded to 
Udgein 


f His name is Manajcc Saindheeah; but they give hin> 
the title of Phankerah, wluch is equivalent to Fearnought 
in EngVUh, 
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note. Thofe of the other fide were, Harree 
Piindet Phadkiah, Bahvaiit Appah*, &c. 
with their quotas, making in all a body of 
about 25,000 horfe. Both annies met oii 
tlic north fide the Narbadah, within thirty' 
cofs of Surat, and hadafevere engagement; 
but the lofs on botli fides was about equal. 
When, however, letters of prohibition 
were received from the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal, both parties ceafed 
from hoflilities, and remained inaftive. — 
And now that Colonel John Upton has 
concluded a peace with the minillers of 
Maudhcvcrow, the fbn of the decealed 
Narraycn Row, the gentlemen of Bombay 
have remanded their troops from fuccouring 
Ragonauth Row j but Ragonauth Row, 
on the other hand, refules to trull himfclf 


* His name is Kriihna Row. ITis faUxer’s name was 


Cdiwaiit, 


in 
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in the Marratta countries, as he thinks hia 
life would be in danger if he fliould do fo. 
He wiihes rather to go to Calcutta, or Ba- 
nares ; and in his laft letter to the Colonel 
he fays he will go to Europe. 


Tarticulars relative to Ragonauth Row. 

Ragonauth Row (who is commonly 
called Raghobah) is a chieftain of great 
eminence, and the only furviver of note in 
the family of Baujee Row. He formerly fig- 
nalizedhimfelf by very confiderable military 
achievements j for it was he that wrefted the 
half of Guzerat from the hand of Dau- 
maujee Kayekvaur, and that afforded fuch ' 
important affiftance to the Navaub Gauzy 
ud Deen Khan in the war with the Jauts, 

in 
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in the time of Ahmed Shah. It was he, 
too, that marched at the head of 100,000 
horfe agaiiift the Ion of the Abdaulee Shaw, 
drove him from Lahore, and planted the 
Marratta ftandards as far as the fliore of the 
Attock. The Abdaulee Shaw was then en- 
gaged in a war on the fide of Khorafan ; 
but the year following he entered Hindoftan 
with a large army to chaftife the Marrattas, 
at a time when the Navaub Gauzy ud Deen 
Khan was in the country of the Jauts, and 
tinder their protection. On receiving news 
of this event, the Paiftiwah, Baulaujee Pun- 
det, told his fon*, Ragonauth Row, that he 
expeded he would take upon him the charge 
o f this expedition alfo againfi: the Abdaulees ; 
to which Ragonauth Row replied, that he 
was not averle to it if he would grant him a 


• " His brother,” it lliould be. 


fupply 



fupply of twenty Lack * of Rupees for thA 
pay of liis troops. But his coufin Sada- 
(hevah being prefent, obferved that the Mar- 
rattas were a privileged people ; that where- 
ever they went the country and its revenue 
might be confidered as their own; and then 
aiked Ragonauth Row \#hat grounds he had 
for fo extraordinary a demand ? To this 
Ragonauth replied by making him an oifer 
of the commililon, which Sadallievah Row 
accepted; and having, taken the command 
of an army of 90,000 horfe, he firft moved 
with this force againft Salaubet jeng, the 
brother of tlie prefent Navaub Nizam Aly 
Khan. But that Prince having been reduced 
to great Rraits fince the death of the late 
Navaub Nafir Jeng, had but a finall body 
of horfe to oppofe to them ; and having 
been furrounded by the Marrattas on all fides. 


» Others fay •• Sixty Lack.” 
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he was obliged to give up to them the forts 
of Burhaunpoor and Affair, with a coun- 
try of lixty-five Lack of Rupees per annum, 
helides conliderable films of ready money. 
Thus enriched, Sadafhevah Row took his 
way towards Hindoftan * j and on his ar- 
rival in the neighbourhood of Dchly, laid 
claim 'f' to the empire and the throne : but 
his pride was offeniive to the Moll High, 
by whofe providence it happened that he 
was, in a fliort time, hemmed in between 
two formidable armies, that of the Abdau- 
lee Shaw attacking him in front, and that 
of the Navaub Shujaa ud Dowlah and the 
Rohillas falling at the fame time upon his 
rear. Here enfued that famous battle, of 
which thole who were eye-witneffes report 

• Meaning from the Decan to Hindoftan proper. 

He did not pretend to fit on the throne himfelf, but fet 
np Javan -baclu. 
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that It was die greateft ever fought in HIn- 
doftaij : for the Marrattas being befet with 
enemies in front and rear, faw no poffibility 
of flight, and therefore relblved to fell their 
lives as dear as they could. Eighty Marrat- 
ta chiefs that rode on elephants were lad- 
led on the fpot : but concerning Sadafhevah 
Row himfelf there are different accounts, 
fomc alTertiiig that he was killed in tlic cn- 
gaganent, and others as confidently affirming 
that he efcaped alone frpm the field of battlej 
and that having reached Poonah, difguifed 
as a private foldier, he waited privately on 
Baulaujee Row, who, in wrath for what had 
happened, ordered him fecretly to prifon in 
the fort of Poorendher; and there, fay they, 
he lives to this day : and yet it is pretended 
that this is fo carefully concealed, that ' 
Parabatty Bauee, his wife, who is Hill 
living at Poonah, and even bears a part in 
the councils of the Marratta chiefs, knows 

nothing 



nothing of the matter; Xvhich furely gives 
this ftory a great air of improbability ; for 
how can it be credited that fo confiderable 
a Irian lliould thus be fliut up in pfifon, and 
the circumftances not trafilpire ? 

After thefc events Malhar Row march- 
ed to the fide of HindoRan, and fixed his 
quarters a long time at Kaulpee, whence 
he afterwards moved to Korajehanabad, to 
fuccour Shujaa ud Dowlah; but General 
Carnac engaged him there, and gave hirft 
a total defeat. Malhar Row is fince dead, 
and has been fucceeded by his fon Tukkojee 
Holker, and his wife Ahalecah Bauec, in 
the pofleffion of the Soobah of Endour, 
which was his jageer. They have 50,000 
horfe at their command, and are of the 
Dhanker caft. 
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The next army the Marrattas fent int# 
Hindoftan w as that commanded by Mehd&- 
jee Sendhceah and Beefaujee Pundit, who 
placed Shah Aulum upon the throne of 
Dehly ; a great fubjedt of boafting to thq 
Marrattas, who fay the Emperor of Hin- 
doftan owes his kingdom entirely tp them. 
But it is well known, that when Colonel 
Champion marched to Mehendee Ghaut, 
after his fuccefs againft the Rohillas, he en- 
gaged this very Sendheeah, and put him and 
the whole Marratta army to flight j fo that 
having crofted the Ganges and Jumna with 
great precipitation, they have never from 
that time ventured over either of thofe rivers 
again. At prefen t, indeed, Ragonauth 
Row’s revolution has produced fuch dif- 
perfion among the Marratta chiefs, and 
thrown their affairs into fuch confufipn, 
that Rajah Himmut Behauder, Rajah 
Phatapeeah, the Rajah of Goliud, and 

others, 
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others, have united to take advantage of 
this crifis, and now colled the revenues of 
all the countries between Kaulpee and Nar- 
wer. The Marratta chiefs, however, me- 
ditate an invafion into thofe parts, whenever 
matters fliall be perfedly fettled in relation 
to Ragonauth Row. 


0 / 
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Of the Productions and PeculiAri-. 
TIES of the Marratta Country^ 


TP Hi; kinds of grain chiefly produced Iti 
this countiy are javdr, bajera*, &c. Rice 
grows in the Kokun Province -}■, and is alfo 
brought from the Soobah of Khandaifle^ 
it is fold for ten or twelve Seer for a Rupee, 


* Thefc arc dilTcrcnt kinds of pulfe. 

f The Kokun rice is like that commonly ufed in Ben- 
gal, and is indeed generally fold at u or 13 Seer for a 
Kupee ; but the KhandailTe rice, called in Hindoftany 
fatt)iy ihauvef, which is the only fpccics brought from that 
province, is generally ufed by the higher ranks of people, 
and is fcldom at a lower price than 6 or 7 Seer per Rupee. 
.It is a long and fmall grained rice, like that ufed for pi- 
lows by Muflulmans of high raidc on the Coromandel 
«KUt. 13^33 


and 
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and wheat flour, alfo, bears the fame price. 
Grain is in general very dear, and there is 
but little trade In other commodities. Silk 
is brought hither from Bengal. Of linen 
manufaifluies there is abundance} but they 
are not to be compared with thofe of Ben- 
gal. Pcails are here a great article of 
merchandize} they are brought from Mocha 
and Juddah. The fruits of the country arc 
grapes, pomegranates, water-melons, man- 
goes, and pears. 

Of manufactures, here are only fomc of 
white cloth, chintz, Burhaunpoor turbants, 
&c. } but Europe goods, fuch as broad 
cloths, &c. and filk, opium, and Bengal 
cloths, are imported hither from Bom-» 
bay, and difperfed on all fldcs as far as 
Dehly, 


Excellent 
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Excellekt horfes * are to be had here 
1*11 great abundance, but the market price is 
high. In every province, and in every place 
dependent on the Marrattas, there are fta- 
blcs and herds -j* of horfes and in moft 
places there are herds the property of the 
Paiihwah. The principal men alfo have 

* The horfes moft efteemed by the Marrattas arc thofe 
bred on the banks of the river Bhcema, which runs inW 
the Krifhtna, about thirty cofs weft of Bidder, in the 
province of Bhaulky. They are of a middling fizc and 
ftrong, but arc, at the fame time, a very handfome breed, 
generally of a dark bay with black legs, and arc called, 
from the place which produces them, Bhccmcrtedy horfes* 
Some of bear a price as high as 5000 Rupees upon 
the market. Marcs arc commonly the deareft. 

Thefe herds are called, in the Marratta language, 
Jhundv, and are compofed of the horfes of fevcral indivi. ' 
duals, who fend them to feed on the open plains as long as 
they have no Immediate occafion for them. But thofe that 
arc the property of the Paifliwah arc called, as well as tho 
places where they arc kept, Paugah^ 


all 
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all herds of horfes on their reljjedive ja^ 
geers, and inlill horfemen, who ferve on 
them in time of war, of whom the bodies 
of horfe called Bargeer are compofed. Ac- 
companied by thefe the chiefs offer their 
fervices to government ; and each of them 
has from a thouland to two thoufand horfes 
of his own. In a word, flout men and 
good horfes are the chief boafl of this 
country : befides thefe it has little to fhow 
but rocky hills and ftony ground. The 
foil, indeed, in fome places, is black, which 
creates an exceffjve quantity of mud in the 
rainy feafon, and the roads at that time are 
rendered alfo in moll parts impaffable by the 
torrents that come down from the hills. 

The city of Poonah has nothing extraor- 
dinary to recommend it: it is about three 
or four cofs in circuit; but there are no gar- 
dens to be feen here like thofe of Bengal or 
F Benares ■, 
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Banares *, and the houfes of the principal 
people are like the houfes of Mahaujins.-— 
Few of them have any extent either of 
building or of ground, and fewer ftill are 
adorned with courts, parterres, rivulets, or 
fountains. The inhabitants are, neverthe- 
Icfs, mofl of them wealthy, and merchants, 
and the beft part of the offices and employ., 
ments are held by Brahmans. 

^ There are, it feems, a few gardens to the call and to 
the foutli of Poonah. Among the latter, that of Mooroo- 
phernevees is the beft ; but even that has few or none of 
the ornaments here mentioned. On the north and weft of 
the city runs a fmall river called the Moolamootha, but it 
is full of rocks, and not navigable. Narruyen Row began 
to build a bridge over this river, which was intended to be 
open during the rains, aud Ihut during the hot months, in 
order to preferve the water for the ufc of the town ; but he 
was killed before it was finiflied, and it has not fmcc been 
carried on. This idea was fuggefted by a dreadful fcafon 
of drought, which happened under his reign, during which 
a cudgcrcc pot of water was at one time fold in Poonah 
for half a Rupee. This cxceflive fcarcity, however, did 
not contiuue above ten or fifteen days. 
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As to beauty and complexion, the people 
of this country rcfemble thofe of Punjaub*; 
few are to be feen of a very dark colour. 
The women of all ranks, both rich and 
poor, go unveiled ; and thofe of diftinftion 
go in palankeens without curtains. The 
wives of foldiers ride about on horfeback. 
Curtlin-felling 'f is veiy common in this 
country. 

Nan Y Brahmans % fell their own daugh^ 


* From other accounts it IhouM appear, that the people 
of Punjaub are of a very different feature and make from 
the Marrattas ; and that there arc more people of a dark 
colour among the latter than would be undcrftooJ from t!us 
defeription of them. 

By this he means proflitutlon, 

X A Marratta Brahman to whom this was read dircover- 
«d great indignation at this aflertion, and denied that they 
ever fell their own daughters, or bring up girls for fide, 
though he acknowledged it was not unufual among the In- 
ierior cads. 

F 2 tcra 
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tcr« and girls that they have brought up, 
•for a great price. 

Other calls*, befides Brahmans, bring 
up fowls in their houfes, and eat the eggs; 
but the Brahmans cat neither flefli nor filh. 

Cows are not allowed to be killed in any 
of the countries dependent on the Marrattas. 
MulTulmans are here but few in number, 
and the influence of Illam at a low ebb.— 
But idolatry flourilhes, and here are idol 
temples in abundance. 


• The fa£l Is, that not only the Brahmans abftain from 
fifli and flefti, but all the different divifions of the Vies, or 
Banian call, are equally abllemious, while the Chettri and 
S udder indulge in both. 


0 / 



Of the Customs and Manners of the 
Marrattas. 


Some of the Marratta cuftoms appeared 
excellent to me. One was, the good under- 
ftanding and union that has in general fub- 
fifted among their chiefs, in fo much that 
no inllance of treachery had ever occured 
among them till Ragonauth Row made 
himfelf infamous on that account. An- 
other was, the attention and refped paid 
by the Pailhwah, and all the great men, to 
people of the military profeffion ; fo that in 
the public derbar the Pailhwah is ufed to 
receive the compliments of every Angle jam- 
matdar of horfe, himfelf ftanding till nine 
o’clock m the morning, and embracing 

them 



[ 38 } 

them by turns At taking leave, alfo, he 
gives them beetle ftanding : and whoever 
comes to wait upon him, whether men of 
rank or otherwife, he receives -f* their falams, 
or embraces them ftanding. 

• According to the prefent cuflom dlftinflions are made 
in this matter, which were not formerly obferved ; for the 
Paifliwahs ufed to embrace all that came without diferimi- 
natioii, till advantage was taken of this cuAom by Bapujec 
Naik, who having a grudge at Sadoflicvah Bhow (com- 
monly called Bhow Saheb), at the time that he held the 
cjflicc of firil minifter to the fourth Paifliwah Balaujee Row, 
(called alfo Nanah Saheb), attempted to ftab him with his 
cuttar when he went to embrace him» From that time a 
regulation has taken place, according to which none but 
people of dilliniBion, and they unarmed, are permitted to 
embrace the Paiflrwah, or others of his family. 

d This, It IhoulJ feem, is too generally evprefled ; but 
ihe cuftom did, and does Hill fubfiH on one particular oc- 
calion, to wit, on the day on which the army marches on 
any expedition, the Paifhwah then Bands at the doorof liis 
tent, and, after delivering the golden Bandard to the Gc^ 
neral who has been appointed to the commaiid, receives in 
that poBurc the compliments of all the troops of every rank 
denomination. 


Anotueb 
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Another ordinance current among thena 
is, that if an eminent chieftain, who com- 
mands even an hundred thoufuid horfe, b(j 
fent into fome other country with his forces, 
and happens there to be guilty of fome of- 
fence, in confequence of which he receives 
a fummons from the Paifliwah, far from 
tliinking of refinance, he inftantly obeys, 
and repjiirs to the prcfencc in perfon with all 
expedition. The Paifliwah then pardons 
him if the offence be fmall ; if othcrwilc, 
he is imprifoned for fome months, or kept 
in a ftate of difgrace, till it is thought pro- 
per to admit him again to favour. 

A THIRD is, that if an eminent chief 
^oes upon an expedition which fubjcdls him 
to great expences, fuch as his own jageer is 
not fufficient to fupply, and he is obliged on 
that account to run in debt to the Mohajins, 
though the fum fliould amount to even ten 

or 
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or twelve Lack, it is all freely allowed him ; 
apd though the government have demands 
upon him to the amount of Lacks of Ru- 
pees, yet if, in fuch circumftances, he 
pleads the infufficiency of his means to dif- 
eifeharge thofe arrears, he is excufed without 
hefitation, nor has he any tiling to appre- 
hend from being called to account by the 
Dewan, the Khanfaman, or other ftate of- 
ficers. The chiefs are all their own maf- 
ters, and expend * what fums they plealej 
fo that a general fatisfadion prevails among 


This muft be underAood with fome limitation. They 
do, indeed, lavifli often great fums when on fcrvicc, and 
that not merely on the foldiery, but on fcaftj given to Brah- 
mans, prefents to lingers, dancers, &c. ; and on their re- 
torn thefe fums arc generally allowed them under the head 
of dhernmt or charitable difburfements. But they are fo 
far from being mthout any check in their expences, that 
the officer named the Karkun, is fent with eachcliicftain ex- 
prcfsly for that purpofe. 

them. 
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them, and they are always ready at a call 
with their quota of troops, and march 
with alacrity upon whatever fervice they 
are ordered to undertake. At prefent Sak- 
haram Baboo caufes great difeontents among 
the chiefs, by canvalfing their accounts, and 
making demands on the Jogeerdars, in a 
manner very different from the ufage of for- 
mer Parflrwahs; hence numbers are dilaffec- 
ted, and time muft difeover what it is that 
Providence defigns to bring about by that 
means i 

Another cuftom Is, that when one of 
their chiefs that held employments, or ja- 
geers, &c. dies, his fon, though of inferior 
abilities, or an infant, fucceeds * imme- 
diately 

• This is alfo liabU to fomc exceptions; for, though 
great attention is paid to the claims of Tcprcfentatives of 
gttat families, when thofc reprefentatives are themfelvcj 
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diately to the employment, the hufinefs of 
which is condufted by deputy till he be- 
comes of age, and the monthly ftipend, of 
jageer, &c. is given to his family and rela- 
tions. Nor are the efFefts of deceafed per- 
ibns ever feized and appropriated by govern- 
ment, in the manner that has been praftifed 
under the Emperors of Hindollan. 


To the fouth-wcll; of Poonah, at the dif- 
tance of fifty cofs, is the fort of Sattarah. 


Bombay is about fifty cofs diilant due 
weft. 


men of merit and ability, yet when it happens otherwlft, 
the jageers and employments arc at length ufually taken 
from them, and given to perfons from whom the (btc has 
better expeihtionf. 


Surat 
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3 ur AT and Guzerat are to tlxe north-weft 
about 1 30 cofs dillant. 

Aurongabad ftands eaft of Popnah 
about fcventy cpfs. 

Bombay, Sa^fet, Baffeen, &c. ftand 
on the (hore of the fait fea towards the weft. 

■ And' the country of Kokun, wliich be- 
longs to the Marrattas, lies fouth-weft of 
Poonah. 

Kokun is a fine country, and produces rice 
and fuch things in abundance, with which 
it fupplies Poonah. The Paiftiwah and the 
otlier chiefs are moftly Kokun Brahmans. 
This province is called a Soobah. The 
Brahmans of Poonah may be divided into 
two forts } the Defy Brahmans, who are 
G 2 thofe 
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tliofc of Aurangabad and thofc parts : the 
other, thofe of Kokun. 

To the fouth and eaft are alfo many coun- 
tries under die government of the Marrattas, 
extending froiji the parts adjacent to Poonab 
to the boundaries of the Carnatic *, and 

Ramefer 

* The Cwnatic muft by no means be underftood here if| 
|he confined fenfe in which the Knglifii receive it. The 
country governed by Mohammed Aly Khan is only a part 
of the Carnatic properly To called* and fliould always be 
termed the Carna/ic ^auyeen Qhatit, i. e. “ that Carnatic 
whichis bclowthcpafles.** In the name Carnatic* ftand- 
ing fingly, is to be comprehended all the countries lyin^ 
fouth of Mcrch and Bidder, which compofed the ancient 
kingdom of Viziapoor. In fail the name of Carnatic 
Fauyeen Gbaut appears to have been given to Mohammed 
Aly Khan’s country by the Moors ; for the Marrattas allow 
fhat appellation to a very fmall part of it, and denominate 
the whole Soobah of P^reotDravid-dcs y while the M^hibars, 
natives of the country, call it SoromarJehmy from whence 
pw Coromandel. 

Whai 
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Ramefcr (which Is a place of worflup of the 
Hindoos, as famous as that of Kaly, at 300 
cofs diftance from Poonah), and Panalah, 
a jageer of the Bhonfalahs, and to the 
boundary of Nellor, &c. the country of 
fleider Naig. 

To the caft and north are fituated the Ser- 
kar of Afair, Burhaunpoor, and the Soobah 
of Khandaifle, at the diftance of eighty cofs 
from Poonah. 

And to the north and weft are the half of 
the country of Guzerat, the Pergunnali of 
proiinch, &c. which are in the pofleflion of 
fhe Marratta Pailhwah, 


What he fays here witl> refped to the extent of the Mar- 
/atta dominions fouthward, applies only to the pofleflion 
they once liad of the country of Tanjorc^ and the tribute 
(hey collc^lei from the Tondwinans. 


Bksides 
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Besides all thefc countries, the Perguii- 
nah of Bhelfa, the Soobah of Endour*, 
the Soobah of Udgein, the Pergunnah of 
5 eronje, the Soobah of Kalpy “j-, were all 
made over to the Marrattas in jageer, by 
(Jauzy ud Dccn Khaun, in conlideration of 
the fiipport and allillance afforded him by 
the Marratta forces, and they Hill remain 
in their jwflefiion. The above Mahals are 
included in the jageers of Tukkojec Ilolker 
and Sendheeah j that is to fay, there are 
about 50,000 or 60,000 horfe appointed on 
the fide of Hindollan, which thefe two 
chiefs pay out of the produce of thefe coun» 


* Riidour is a Pergunnah. 

'I Kalpy is not a Soobah, but a Pergunnah. To theft? 
be added the Pergunnah of Dharj the fort of whic'.i, 
i)cnring the fame name, is very famous for its llrcngth, and 
fiiid to have been built by the celebrated Rajah Bhoj, 
who made it his capital. It is fituatcd at jhc diftance of 
about t'.Ycnty-foui: Bengal cofs from the city of Udgein. 

tries, 
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tries, and tranfmit the balance to the Paiib-- 

wah. 

The actual revenue derived from all the 
countries dependent on the Marrattas i$ 
about twelve Crorc, from which when we 
dedudl the jageers, I'.nd the expence of the 
troops ftationed cn the fide of Ilindoftan 
proper, there will remain about five Crorc 
at the difpofal of the Paifhwah ; and out of 
this he has to pay all thofe troops who re« 
ceive their allowances in ready money, and 
to defray the charges of the forts, which 
arc, large and fmall, in number about fevcii 
hundred : fo that there is never a balance of 
fo much as one Crore of Rupees in ready 
money, remaining in the treafury cff the 
Paifiiwah 

The 

* This, it fecim, is true at prefent ; but Maudheverow^ 
It is fiiid, had two Crorc of Rupee* in trcafurcry at 


tw.'ie 



The full number of the troops Is about' 
two hundred thoufand horfe and foot; but,. 
Including the garrifons of the forts and 
other places, we may reckon it four hundred 
thoufand. 

The Marrattas are always at war with 
Hcider Naig, or the Navaub Nizam Aly 
Khan, or others. Their country is never in 
perfeil tranquillity, and hence it is exceed-* 
ing dcfolate and wafte. 

They are at prelent at peace with the 
Navaub Nizam Aly Khan Behauder, but 
their country is in much confuffion on ac- 
count of their difeontents with Ragonauth 
Row j advantage of which has been taken 


time of his dftath, mod of which fell afterward? Into the 
hands of Ragonauth Row, and was diflipated by him on Ide 
acceflion to the goternment, and his expedition towards thp 
.Carnatic. 
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by the Zemindarfl of the hills on every fide,- 
and by Heidcr Naig. On the fide of Ilin- 
doftan the Gofiyn Rajah Himmut Behauder, 
and the Rajah of Gohud, &c. have feized 
the Soobah of Kalpy &c. and the Serkar 
of Gualier-f*; and Heider Naig has alfo 
pofleffed himfelf of fome of tlieir countries 
on his fide ; but as foon as they can promife 
themfelves fecurity with rcfpedl to Rago- 
nauth Row, their armies will ilTue forth on 
every fide. 


• It ought to be written “ the Pergnnnah of Kalpy. 
Rajah Himmut Behauder did indeed t.^ke Kalpy, in the timtf 
and under the orders of Sliujaa iid Dowlah, but was foo» 
driven out of it again by the Marratta forces, under the 
command of Vitthel Sivadco, Nauroo Sunker, (iovini 
Pundet, &c. 

t The Rajah of Gohud got poffellion of the open coun- 
try, and a few mud forts in the Serkar of Gualier, but wat 
never able to get poflelfion of ilie fort of that name, till the 
EngUlh took it from him. 


H 
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VOYAGES AND TRAVELS, &c. 


CaESAR fredericke to the reader. 

I HAVING (gentle Reader) for the fpace 
of eighteen years continually coafted and 
travelled all the Ball Indies, and other 
countries beyond the Indies, wherein I have 
had both good and ill fuccefs in my travels: 
and having feen and underftood many things 
worthy the noting, and to be known to all 
the world, the which were never as yet writ- 
ten of any: I thought it good (feeing the 
Almighty had given me grace, after fo long 
perils in palling fuch a long voyage to re- ' 
turn into my own country, and the noblo 
city of Venice), I fay, I thought it good, 

as 
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as briefly as I could, to write and fct forth 
this voyage made by me, with the marvel- 
lous things I had feea in my travels in die 
Indies. The mighty princes that govern 
thofe countries, their religion and faith that 
they have, the rites and cuftoms which they 
ufe and live by, of the divers fuccefs that 
happened unto me, and how many of thefc 
countries are abounding with fpices, drugs 
and jewels, giving alfo profitable advertife- 
ments to all thofe that have a defirc to malcQ 
fuch a voyage. And becaufc that the 
whole \^'orld may more commodioufly re- 
joice at this my travel, I have caufed it to 
be printed in this order: and now I prefent 
it unto you (gentle and loving Readers), to 
whom for the varieties of things herein 
contained, I hope that it lliall lie with great 
delight received. And dius God of his 
goodnefs keep you. 


n 2 


A 
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A VOYAGE to the EAST INDIES, 
and beyond the INDIES, ^c. 


In the year of our Lord God, 1563, I 
Cicfar Fredericke being in Venice, and very 
delirous to fee the eall parts of the world, 
fhipped myfclf in a ihip called the Gradarge 
of Venice, with certain mcrchandifc, go- 
verned by M. Jacomo Vetica, which was 
bound to Cyprus, witli his fliip, with 
whom I went ; and when we were arrived 
in Cyprus, I left that fliip, and went in a 
lelfer to Tripoly in Syria, where I flayed a 
while. Afterward I took my journey to 
Aleppo, and there I acejuainted myfclf with 
merchants of Armenia, and the Moors, 
that were merchants, and conforted to go 
with them 14 Qrmus, and we departed from 

Aleppo, 
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Aleppo, and in two days journey and a half 
we came to a city called Bir. 

Of the City called Bir. 

Bir is a fmall city very fcarce of all 
manner of vidfiials, and near unto the walls 
of the city runneth the river of Euphrates. 
In this city the merchants divide thcmfclves 
into companies, according to their merchan- 
dife tliat they have, and either buy or make 
a boat to carry them and their goods to Ba- 
bylon down the river Euphrates, with 
charge of a mailer and mariners to condudl 
the boat in the voyage : thefe boats are in a 
manner ilat-bottomed, yet they arc very 
llrong : and for all that they are fo llrong 
they will ferve but for one voyage. They 
are made according to the lliallownefs of the 
river, bccaufe that the river is in many 
places full of great ftpnes, which greatly 

hinder 
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hinder and trouble thofc that go down tlie 
river, Thelc boats ferve but for one voy- 
age down the river unto a village called 
Fcluchia, bccaufc it is impofliblc to bring 
tliem up the river again. At Feluchia the 
merchants pull their boats in pieces, or clle 
fell them for a very fmall price, for that at 
Eir they cold the merchants forty or fifty 
chequins a piece, and they fell them at 
Feluchia for feven or eight chequins a piece, 
becaufe that when the merchants return 
from Babylon back again, if they have 
inerchandife or goods that oweth cuftom, 
then they make their return in forty days 
through the wilderncfs, palling that way 
with a great deal Icffer charges than tlie 
other way. And if they have not merchan- 
dife that oweth cuftom, then they go by 
the way of Moful, where it cofteth them 
great charges both the Carovan and com- 
pany, From Bir, where the merchants 

embark 
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embark themfelves to Feluchia, over againft 
Babylon, if the river have good ftore of 
water, they fliall make their voyage in fif- 
teen or eighteen days down the river, and if 
the water be low, and it hath not rained, 
then it is much trouble, and it will be forty 
or fifty days journey down, becaufe that 
when the barks ftrike on the ftones that be 
in the river, then they muft unload them, 
which is great trouble, and then load them 
again wlien tlicy have mended then'll there- 
fore it is not neceffary, neither do the 
merchants go with one boat alone, but 
with two or three, that if one boat fplit and 
be loft withftriking on the flical, they may 
have another ready to take in tlieir goods 
until fuch time as they have mended the 
broken boat, and if they draw the broken 
boat on land to mend her, it is hard to de- 
fend her in the night from the multitude of 
Arabians that will come down there to rob 


yen 
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yoii in the rivers every night, when you 
make faft your boat to the bankfide, you 
muft keep good watch againft the Arabians 
whicli are thieves in number like to ants, 
yet when they come to rob, they will not 
kill, but deal and run away. Barquebuzes 
are very good weapons againft them, for 
that they dand greatly in fear of the diot. 
And as you pafs the river Euphrates, from 
Bir to Fcluchia there are certain places 
which you mud pafs by, where you pay 
cudom certain medines upon a bale, which 
cudom is belonging to the fon of Aborife, 
King of the Arabians and of the Defert, 
who hath certain cities and villages on the 
river Euphrates. 

Feluchia md Babylon. 

Feluchia is a village where they that 
come from Bir do embark themfclves, and 

unload 
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unload their goods, and it is diAant fiofrt 
Babylon a days journey and an half by land: 
Babylon is no great city, but it is very po- 
pulous, and of great trade of Arangers, be-* 
caufe it is a great thoroughfare for Perfia, 
Turkia, and Arabia : and very oftentimes 
there go out from thence caravans into di- 
vers countries j and the city is very copious 
of victuals, which come out of Armenia, 
down the river of Tygris, on certain zatta- 
res or raffes made of blown hides or Acins 
called vitry. This river Tygris doth wafli 
the walls of the city. Thefe raffes are 
bound feA together, and then they lay 
boards on the aforefaid blown Aiiris, and 
on the boards they load the commodities, 
and fo come they to Babylon, where they 
unload them j and being unloaden, they let 
out the wind out of the Atins, and load them 
on camels to make another voyage. Tills 
city of Babylon is fituate in the kingdom 
I of 
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of Perfia, but now governed by the Turks* 
On the other fide of the river towards Arabia* 
over againft the city, there is a fair-place* 
or town, and in it a fair ( bazar ro) for 
merchants, with very many lodgings, where 
the greateft part of the merchants, ftrangers 
which come to Babylon, do lie with their 
merchandife. The palTing over Tygris 
from Babylon to this borough is by a long 
bridge made of boats chained together with 
great chains : provided, that when the river 
waxeth great with the abundance of rain 
that falleth, then they open the bridge in 
the middle, where the one half of the 
bridge falleth to the walls of Babylon, and 
the other to the brinks of this borough, on 
the other fide of the river: and as long as 
the bridge is open, they pafs the river in 
fmall boats with great danger, becaufe of 
the fmallnefs of the boats and the overload- 
ing of them, that with thefiercenefs of the 

Aream 
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ftream they be overthrown, or clfe the 
ftream doth cany them away, fo that by 
this means many people are loft and drown- 
ed: this thing by proof I have many times 
feen. 


Of the Tower of Babylon, 

The tower of Nimrod or Babel is lituatc 
on that fide of Tygris that Arabia is, and 
in a very great plain, diftant from Babylon 
feven or eight miles : which tower is ruinat- 
ed on every fide, and with the falling of it 
there is made a great mountain : fo that it 
hath no form at all; yet there is a great 
part of it ftanding, which is compafled and 
almoft covered with the aforelaid fallings: 
this tower was builded and made of four 
fquare bricks, which bricks were made of 
earth, and dried in the fun in manner and 
form following: firft they laid a lay of 
bricks, then a mat made of canes, fquare 
1 2 as 
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{IS the bricks, and inftead of lime, they 
daflfbed it with earth j thefe mats of canes 
are at this time fo ftrong, that it is a thing 
wonderful to behold, being of fuch great 
antiquity: I have gone round about it, and 
have not found any place where there hath 
been any door or entrance: it may be in 
my judgement in circuit about a mile, and 
j-ather lefs than more. 

This tower, in effed, is contrary to all 
other things which are feen afar off, for tliey 
jeem but fmall, and the more near a man 
cometh to them the bigger they be j but this 
tower .:far off feemeth a very great thing, 
and die nearer you come to it the leffer.— 
My judgement and reafon of this is, that 
becaufe the tower is fet in a yery great plain, 
and nothing more about it to make any 
fhew faving the ruins of it which it hath 
inade round about it, and for this refped 

deferying 
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dcfciying it afar off, that piece of the tower 
which yet ftandeth, with the mountain that 
is made of the fubftance that hath fallen 
from it, makcth a greater fhew than you fliall 
find coming near to it. 

Babylon and Basora. 

From Babylon I departed to Bafora, 
flipping myfelf in one of the barks that ufe 
to go in the river Tygris from Babylon to 
Bafora, and from Bafora to Babylon; which 
barks are made after the manner of fujis or 
galliot Sy with a fperon and a covered poop : 
they have no pump in them becaufe of the 
great abundance of pitch which they have 
to pitch them withall : which pitch they 
have in abundance two days journey from 
Babylon. Near unto the river Euphrates, 
there is a city called Heit, near unto which 
city there is a great plain full of pitch, vciy 
p^arvellous to behold, and a thing almoft in- 
credible. 
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credible, that out of a hole in the earth, 
which continually throweth out pitch into 
the air with continual fmoke, the pitch is 
thrown with fuch force, that being hot it 
fallcth like as it were fprinklcd over all the 
plain, in fuch abundance that the plain is 
always full of pitch : the Moors and the 
Arabians of that place fiy, that the hole is 
tlae mouth of hellj and, in truth, it is a 
thing very notable to be marked : by this 
pitch the whole people have great benefit 
to pitch their barks, which barks they call 
IJaneck and Saflin. When the river Tygris 
is well replenilhcd with water, you may 
pafs from Babylon to Bafora in eight or 
nine days, and lometimes more and fome- 
times lefs : we were half fo much more, 
which is fourteen or fifteen days, bccaufe 
the waters were low; tliey may fail day 
and niglit, and there are fome places in this 
■\vay where you pay fo many medincs on a 

bale : 
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bale : if the waters be low, it Is eighteen 
days journey. 


Basora. 

Basora is a city of the Arabians, which 
of old time was governed by thofe Arabians 
called Zizarij, but now it is governed by 
the Great Turk, where he keepeth an army 
to his great charges. 

TrtE Arabians called Zizarij have the 
polTeflion of a great country, and cannot be 
overcome by the Turks, bccaufc that the 
fea hath divided their country into an ifland 
by channels with the ebbing and flowing of 
the fea, and for that caufe the Turks can- 
not bring an army againft tliem, neither by 
fea nor by land j and another reafon is, the 
inhabitants of tliat Ifland are very ftrong and 
warlike men. A day’s journey before you 
come to Bafora, you fliall have a little callle 

or 
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Or fort, which is fet on that point of thd 
land where the rivers of Euphrates and 
Tygris meet together, and the caftle is cal- 
led Coma j at. this point, the two rivers 
make a monftrous great river that runneth 
into the fca, which is called the Gulf of 
Perlia, which is towards the fouth : Bafora 
is diftant from the fea fifeteen miles, and it 
is a city of great trade of Ipices and drugs 
which come from Ormus. Alfo there is a 
{lore of corn, rice, and dates, which the 
country doth yield. I (hipped myfclf in 
Bafora to go for Ormus, and fo we failed 
through the Perfian fea fix hundred miles, 
which is the diflance from Bafora to Ormus, 
end we failed m fmall Ihips made of boards, 
bound together with fmall cords or ropes, 
and inftead of caulking they lay between 
every board certain ftraw which they have, 
and fo they few board and board together, 
with the ftraw between, where there co« 

tneth 
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tncth through much water, and they are 
very dangerous. Departing from Bafora we 
pafled 200 miles with the fea on our right 
hand, along the Gulf, until at length we 
arrived at an ifland called Carichij, from 
whence we failed to Ormus in fight of the 
Perfian fltore on the left fide, and on the 
right fide towards Arabia we difeovered in- 
finite iflands. 


Ormus. 

6rmus is an ifland in circuit five and 
twenty or thirty miles, and it is the barren- 
efl: and moft dry land in all the world, be- 
caule that in it there is nothing to be had 
but fait- water and wood ; all other things 
nccefl'ary for man’s life are brought out of 
Pcrfia twelve miles off, and out of other 
iflands near thereunto adjoining, in fuch 
abundance and quantity, that the city is 
K always 
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always replenilheS with all manner of ftore! 
there is Handing near unto the water fide 
a very fair caflle, in which the Captain of 
the King of Portugal is always refident with 
a good band of Portugals> and before this 
cftftle is a very fair profpeft: in the city 
dwell the married men, foldiers and mer- 
chants of every nation, amongfl: whom there 
are Moors and Gentiles. In this city there 
is a very great trade for all forts of fpices, 
drugs, filk, cloth of filk, brocades, and 
divers other forts of mcrchandife come out 
of Perfia : and amongft all other trades of 
merchandife the trade of horfes is very great 
here, which they carry into the Indies. 
This ifland hath a Moor king of the race 
of Perfians, who is created and made Ijing 
by the Captain of the Caftle, in tlie name 
of the King of Portugal, At the creation 
of this king I was there, and faw the cere- 
monies that they ulc in it, which are as 

followetli. 
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followeth. The old king being dead, the 
Captain of the Portiigals chufcth another of 
the blood royal, and niaketh this elcdion 
in the caftle with great ceremonies, and 
when he is eleded, the Captain fwcareth 
him to be true and faithful to the King of 
Portugal, as his Lord and Governor, and 
then he giveth the feepter regal. After 
this, with great feafting and pomp, and 
with great company, he is brouglu into 
the royal palace in the city. This king 
keepeth a good train, and hath fuflicient 
revenues to maintain himfelf without trou- 
bling of any, becaufe tlic Captaui of the 
^ Caflle doth maintain and defend his right, 
and when that the Captain and he ride to- 
gether, he is honoured as a king ; yet he 
cannot ride abroad with hLs train without 
the confent of the Captain firfl: liad : it 
behoveth him to do this, and it is neceiliiry 
becaufe of the great trade that is in the city. 

K 2 Their 
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Their proper language is the Perfian tongue. 
There I Ihipped mylclf to go for Goa, a 
city in the Indies, in a fliip that had four- 
fcore horfes in her. This is to advertife 
thofe merchants that go from Ormus tq 
Goa, to fliip themfclves in thofe fliips that 
carry horfes, becaufe every fliip that carry 
twenty horfes or upwards is privileged, 
that all the merchandife whatfqever they 
carry fliall pay no cuftom^ whereas the 
fliips that carry no horfes are bdhnd to pay 
^ight percent, of all the goods they bring. 


Goa, Diu, and Cambaia, 

Goa is the principal city that the Por- 
tugals have in the Indies, where is refident 
the Viceroy with his court and minifters of 
the King of Portugal, From Ormus to 
Goa is nine hundred fourfeore and ten miles 
diftance, in which paflage the firft city that 

you 
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you come to in the Indies is called Diu, and 
is lituated in a little illand in the kingdom 
of Cambaia, which is the greateft ilrength 
that the Portiigals have in all the Indies; 
yet a fmall city, but of great trade, becaufe 
thcTe tiicy load very many great fliips for 
the ftrai.hts of Mecca and Ormus witli 
rncrchaiidilb, and thefc lliips belong to tlic 
Moors and Chrillians, but the Moors caji- 
not ri'de, neither fail into thofe Teas, with- 
out the licence oi the Viceroy of the King 
of Portugal, otherwife they are taken, and 
make good prizes. The merchandife that 
tliey load thefc fliij^s with all cometh from 
Camhalctta, a port in the kingdom of 
Cambaia, ^ which they bring from thence in 
frnall barks, becaufc there can no great fliips 
come thither, by rcalbn of the lliallownefs 
of the water thereabouts, and thefe flioals 
are an hundred or fonrfcorc miles about in 
a llraight or gulf, which tltey call Macareo, 

whicli 
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uhlcli is as nuich as to fay, a race of a tide, 
bccaufc the waters there run out of that 
place without mcafure; fo that there is no 
place like to it, unlefs it be in the kingdom 
of Pegu, where there is another Macarco, 
where the waters run out with more force 
than thde do. The principal city in Cam- 
baia is called Amadauar; it is a day’s jour- 
ney and a half from Cambalctta it is a 
very great city and very populous, and for 
a city of the Gentiles it is very well made, 
and builded with fair houfes and large 
ftreets, with a fair-place in it with many 
lliips, and in diew like to Cairo, l)ut not 
f) great: alfo Camhaietta is fituate on the 
Jea iidc, and is a vciy fair city. The time 
that I was tlicre, tlic city was in great ca- 
lannty and fcarcencft, fo that I have feei> 
the men of the country that were Gentiles 
take their children, their fons, and their 
daughters, and have delired the Portugal^ 


to 



to buy them, and I have fien them fold for 
eight or ten larines a piece, which may be 
of our money X. S. or XIII. IV. d. For 
all this, if I had not fcen it, I could not 
have believed that there foould be fuch a 
trade at Cambaietta as there is ; for in the 
time of every new moon and every full moon, 
the fmall barks (innumerable) come in 
and out, for at tliofe times of the moon the 
tides and waters are higher than at other 
times they be. Thefe barks arc laden with 
all forts of fpices, with filk of China, witli 
fandals, with elephants teeth, velvets of 
Vercini, great ijuintity of pannina, which 
cometh from Mecca j chickinos, which be 
pieces of gold worth Icven fliillings a piece 
Ilerling, v/ith money, and with divers forts 
of other merchandife. Alfo thefe barks 
lade out, as it were, an infinite quantity of 
cloth made of bumbaft of all forts, as 
white ftamped and painted, with great quan- 
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tity of indigo, dried ginger, and conferved 
myrabolans dry and candied, borafo in pafte* 
great llore of fugar, great quantity of cot- 
ton, abundance of opium, alTafoetida, 
puchio, with many other forts of drugs ; 
turbants made in Diu, great ftones like to 
cornelians, granats, agates, diafpry, cal- 
cidonij, hematift, and fomc kind of natural 
diamonds. There is in the city of Cam- 
baietta an order, but no man is bound to 
keep it, but they that will ; but all tlic 
Portugal merchants keep it, which is this : 
there are in this city certain brokers, who 
are Gentiles and of great authority, and 
have every one of them fifteen or twenty 
fervants, and the merchants that ufe that 
country have their brokers, with which 
they be ferved: and they that have not 
been there are informed by their friends of 
the order, and of what broker they fhall 
be ferved. Now every fifteen days (as 

above 
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%bove faid) that the fleet of finall Ihips 
entercth into the port, the brokers come to 
the water fide, and thefe merchants, as foon 
as they are come on land, do give the car- 
gafon of all their goods to that broker 
that they will have to do their bufinefs for 
them, with the marks of all thcfardles and 
packs they have : and the merchant having 
taken on land all his furniture for his houle, 
becaufe it is needful that the merchants 
that trade to the Indies carry provifion of 
houfehold with them, becauie that in every 
place where they come they muft have a 
new houfe, the broker that hath received 
his cargafon, commandeth his fervunts to 
carry the merchants furniture for his houle 
home, and load it on feme cart, and carry 
it into the city, where the brokers have 
divers empty houfes, meet for the lodg- 
ing of merchants, furnilhed only with bed- 
flead, tables, chairs, and empty jarrs for 
L water ; 
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water : then the broker faith to the meft 
chant, “ Go and repofe yourfelf, and take 
“ your reft in the city.” The broker tar- 
rieth at the water fide with the cargafon, 
and cauftth all his goods to be difcharged 
out of the (hip, and payeth the cuftom, 
and caufeth it to be brought into the houfe 
where the merchant lieth, tlie merchant 
not knowing any thing thereof, neither 
cuftom nor charges. Thefe goods being 
brought to this pafs into the houfe of the 
merchant, the broker demandeth of the 
merchant if he hath any delirc to fell his 
goods or merchandift, at the prices that 
fuch wares are worth at that prefent time j 
and if he hath a defire to fell his goods 
prefently, then at that inftant the broker 
felleth them away. After this the broker 
faith to the merchant, you have fo much 
of every fort of merchandife neat and clear 
of every charge, and fo much ready money. 

And 
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And if the merchant will employ his money 
in other commodities, then the broker tel- 
leth him that fuch and fuch commodities 
will coft fo much, put aboard without any 
manner of charges. The merchant under- 
ftanding the effed:, maketh his account; 
and if he think to buy or fell at the prices 
current, he giveth order to take his mer- 
chandife away : and if he hath commodity 
for 20,000 duckets, all {hall be bartered or 
fold away in fifteen days without any care or 
trouble : and when as the merchant think- 
eth that he cannot fell his goods at the 
price current, he may tarry as long as he 
will, but they cannot be fold by any man 
but by that broker that hath taken them on 
land and paid the cuftom ; and perchance 
tarrying fometimes for fale of their com- 
modity they make good profit, and fome- 
times lofs ; but thofe merchandife that come 
not ordinarily every fifteen days, in tarry’ing 
L 2 for 
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for the falc of them there is great profit,-^ 
The barks that lade in Cainbaietta go for 
Diu, to lade the fhips that go from thence 
for the ftreights of Mecca and Ormus, and 
fome go to Chaul and Goa: and thefe lliips 
be very well appointed, or elfe are guarded 
with the armada of the Portiigals, for there 
are many corfairs or pirates which go cour- 
fing along that coaft, robbing and fpoilingi 
and for fear of thefe thieves there is no fafe 
failing in thofe fcas, but with fliips very 
well appointed and armed, or elfe with the 
fleet of the Portugals, as is aforefaid. In 
fine, the kingdom of Cambaia is a place of 
great trade, and hath much doings and 
traflick with all men, although hitherto it 
hath been in the hands of tyrants, bccaufe 
that at feventy-fivc years pf age tlie true king 
being at the affault of Diu, was there flaiii; ^ 
whofe name was Sultan Badu. At that time 
four or five captaip^ of the army divided 

thtj 
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tlic kingtlom amongft thcmfelves, and cvei'y 
one of them lliewed in his country what 
tyranny he could : but twelve years ago the 
Great Mogol, a Moor king of Agra and 
Delly, forty days journey within the land of 
Amadauar, became the governor of all the 
kingdom of Cambaia without any refiftance, 
betaule he being of great power and force, 
deviling which way to enter the land with 
his people, there was not any man that 
would make him any refiftance ; although 
they were tyrants and a beaftly people, they 
were loon brought to obedience. During 
the time I dwelt in Cambaietta, I faw very 
jnarvellous things ; there were an infinite 
number of artificers that made bracelets cal- 
led manij, or bracelets of elephants teeth, 
of divers colours, for the women of the 
Gentiles, which have their arms full dec- 
ked witli them. And in this occupation 
there are fpent every year many thoufands of 


crowns; 
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crowns : the reafon whereof is this, that 
when there dieth any whatfoever of their 
kindred, then, in fign and token of mourn- 
ing and forrow, they break all their brace- 
lets from their arms, and prelently they go 
and buy new again, becaufe that they had 
rather be without tlieir meat than without 
their bracelets. 

Daman, Basan, W Tana. 

Having palled Diu, I came to the fe- 
cond city that the Portugals have, called 
Daman, fituate in the territory of Cambaia, 
diftant from Diu an hundred and twenty 
miles : it is no town of merchandife, fave 
rice and corn } and hath many villages un- 
der it, where, in time of peace, the Portu- 
gals take their pleafure, but in time of war 
the enemies have their fpoil of themj in 
fuch wile that the Portugals have little bene- 
fit 
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by them. Next unto Daman you fhall 
have Bafan, which is a filthy place in re- 
fped: of Daman : in this place is rice, corn, 
and timber to make Ihips and galleys. And 
at a fmall diftance beyond Bafan is a little 
ifland called Tana, a place very populous 
with Portugals, Moors and Gentiles: thefe 
have nothing but rice ; there are many ma- 
kers of armelin, and weavers of girdles of 
wool and bumbaft, black and red, like to 
Moockaries. 


Of the Cities of Chaul, and of the 
Palmer Tree. 

Beyono this ifland you fliall find Chaul 
in the firm land j and there are two cities, 
one of the Portugals and the other of the 
Moors : that city which the Portugals have 
is fituate lower than the other, and govern- 
eth the mouth of the harbour, and is very 

ftrongly 
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ftrongiy walled : and as it were a mile and 
an half diftant from this is the city of the 
Moors, governed by the King Zamallilcco. 
In the time of war there cannot any great 
Ihip come to the city of the Moors, becaufc 
the Portugals with their ordnance will fink 
them, for that they mull per force pafs by 
the callles of the Portugals : both the cities 
are ports of the fea, and are great cities, 
and have unto tliem great traffick and 
trade of merchandife, of all forts of fpices, 
drugs, filk, cloth of filk, fandals, marfine, 
verfinc, porcelanc of China, velvets and 
fcarlets that come from Portugal and from 
Mecca, with many other forts of merchan- 
dile. There come every year from Cochin 
and from Cananor ten or fifteen great Ihips 
laden with great nuts cured, and with fugar 
made of the felf-fame nuts called Giagran: ' 
the tree whereon thefe nuts do grow is cal- 
led the Palmer tree ; and throughout all 

the 
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the Indies, and efpecially from this place 
to Goa, there is great abundance of them, 
and it is like the date tree. In the whole 
world there is not a tree more profitable 
and of more goodnefs than this tree is, nei- 
ther do men reap fo much benefit of any 
other tree than they do of this; there is 
not any part of it but ferveth for feme ule, 
and none of it is wortliy to be burnt. — 
With the timber of this tree they make 
lliips, without the mixture of any other tree, 
and with the leaves thereof they make fails, 
and with the fruit thereof, whicli be a kind 
of nuts, they make wine, and of the wine 
tliey make fugar and placetto, which wine 
they gather in the fpring of the year : out 
of the middle of the tree where continually 
there goeth or runneth out white liquor like 
unto water, in that time of the year tliey 
put a vffel under every tree, and every even- 
ing and morning they take it away full, and 
M then 
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then diftilling it with fire, it makes a very 
ftrong liquor j and then they put it into 
huts, with a quantity of zibibbo, white or 
black, and in a fliort time it is made a per- 
fedt wine. After this they make of the 
nuts great ftore of oil: of the tree they 
make a great quantity of boards and quar- 
ters for buildings. Of the bark of this tree 
they make cables, ropes and other furniture 
for fhips, and, as they fay, thefe ropes be 
better than they that are made of hemp. 
They make of the boughs bedfteads, after 
the Indian fafliion, and feauafehes, for mer- 
chandife. The leaves they cut very fmall, 
and weave them, and fo make fails of them 
for all manner of (hipping, or elfe very fine 
mats. And then the firft rind of the nut 
they (lamp, and make thereof perfed ockam 
to caulk (hips great and fmall ; and of the 
hard bark thereof they make ipoons and 
other veflels for meat, in fiich wife tliat 

there 
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there is no part thereof thrown away, or 
caft to the fire. When thefe nuts be green, 
they are full of an excellent fweet water to 
drink j and if a man be thirlly, with the 
liquor of one of the nuts he may fatisfy 
himfclf : and as this nut ripeneth, the li- 
quor thereof turneth all to kernel. There 
gocth out of Chaul for Mallacca, for the 
Indies, for Macco, for Portugal, for the 
coaft of Melinde, for Ormus, as it were an 
infinite number and quantity of goods and 
merchandife, that come out of the king- 
dom of Cambaia, as cloth of buniball white 
painted, printed, great quantity of indigo, 
opium, cotton, filk of eveiy fort, great ftore 
of borafo in pafte j great ftore of fictida, 
great ftore of iron, corn, and other merchan- 
dife. The Moor king Zamallucco is of 
great power, is one that at need may com- 
mand, and hath in his camp, two hundred 
thoufand men of war, and hath great ftore 
M2 of 
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of 'irtillcry, fome of them made in pieces, 
which for their greatnefs cannot be carried 
to and fro: yet although they be made in 
pieces, they are fo commodious that they 
work with them marvellous well, whole 
Ihot is of ftone, and there hath been of 
that Ihot fent unto the kings of Portugal for 
the rarenefs of the thing. The city wher 
the king Zamallucco hath his being, is 
within the land of Chaul, feven or eight 
days journey, which city is called Abneger. 
Threcfcore and ten miles from Chaul, to- 
wards the Indies, is the port of Dabul, an 
haven of the King Zamallucco: from 
thence to Goa is an hundred and fifty miles, 

Goa. 

Goa is the principal city that the Por- 
tugals have in the Indies, wherein the Vice- 
roy with his royal court is refident, and is 

an 
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an Illand which may be in circuit five and 
twenty or thii ty miles ; and the city with 
the boroughs is rcafonable big, and for a 
city of the Indies it is reafonable fair, but 
the ifland is far more fair ; for it is, as it 
were, full of goodly gardens, replenilhed 
with divers trees, and with the palmer trees 
as is aforelaid. This city is of great traf- 
fick for all forts of mcrchandifc which they 
trade with in all thole parts : and the fleet 
which cometh every year from Portugal, 
which are five or fix great fliips that come 
dircftly for Goa, arrive there ordinarily the 
fixth or tenth of September, and there they 
remain forty or fifty days, and from thence 
tlicy go to Coclun, where they hule for 
Portugal, and oirentimes they lade one Ihip 
at Goa and the other at Cochin, for Por- 
tugal. Cochin is diftant from Goa three 
hundred miles. The city of Goa is fituate 
in the kingdom of Dialcan, a king of the 

Moors, 
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Moors, whofe chief city is up in the coun-^ 
try eight days journey, and is called Blfa- 
poor : this king is of great power, for when 
I was in Goa, in the year of our Lord 1570, 
this king came to give alTaiilt to Goa, being 
encamped near unto it by a river fide, with 
an army of two hundred thoufand men of 
war, and he lay at this fiege fourteen months, 
in which time there was peace concluded ; 
and, as report went amongft his people, 
there was great calamity and mortality which 
bred amongll them in the time of winter, 
and alfo killed very many elephants. Then, 
in the year of our Lord 1567, I went from 
Goa to Bezeneger, the chief city of the 
kingdom of Narfmga, eight days journey 
from Goa within the land, in the company 
of two other merchants, which carried with 
them three hundred Arabian horfes to that 
king, becaufe the horfes of that country are 
of a fmall ftature, and they pay well for the 

Arabian 
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Arabian horfes : and it is rcquifitc that the 
merchants fell them well, for that they Hand 
them In great charges to bring them out of 
Perfia to Ormus, and from Ormus to Goa> 
where the fliip that bringeth twenty horfes 
and upwards payeth no cuftom, neither (liip 
nor goods vvliatfoevcr ; whereas if they bring 
no horfes, they pay eight per cent, of all 
their goods : and at the going out of Goa 
the horfes pay cudom two and forty pago-** 
das for every horfc, which pagoda may be 
of fterling money fix fliillings eight pence, 
they be pieces of gold of that value. So 
that the Arabian horfes are of great value ia 
thofe countries, as 300. 400, 500 duckets 
a horfe, and to 1000 duckets a horfe. 

Bezeneger, 

The city of Bezeneger was facked in the 
year 1565, by four kings of the Moors, 

who 



who were of great power and might : the 
names of thefe four kings were thefe fol- 
lowing, the firfl: was called Dialcan, the fe- 
cond Zamaluc, the third Cotamaluc, and 
the fourth Viridy : and yet thefe four kings 
were not able to overcorhe this city and the 
king of Bezenegcr but by treafon. This 
king of Bezeneger was a Gentile, and had 
ainongft all other of his captains two which 
were notable, and they were Moors : and 
thefe two captains had cither of them in 
charge tlireefcore and ten or fourfeore thou- 
fand men. Thefe two captains being of one 
religion with the four kings which were 
Moors, wrought means with them to be- 
tray their own king into their hands. The 
king of Bezeneger elleemed not the force of 
the four kings his enemies, but went out of , 
his city to wedge battle with them in the 
fields: and when the armies were joined, 
the battle lafled but a while, not the fpacc 
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four hours, becaufc the two traitoroui 
Captains, in the chiefeft of the fight, with 
their companies turned their faces againft 
their king, and made filch diforder in hig 
army, that as ailonilhed they fet themfelves 
to flight. Thirty years was this kingdom 
governed by three brethren which were 
tyrants, the which keeping the rightful king 
in prifon, it W'aS their ufe every year once to 
fliew him to the people, and they at their 
pleafures ruled as they lifted. Thefe bre- 
thren were three captains belonging to the 
father of the king they kept in prifon, 
which when he died left his fon very young, 
and then they took the government to them- 
felvcs , The chiefeft of thefe three was called 
Ramaragio, and fat on the royal throne and 
was called the king ; the fecond was called 
Temiragio, and he took the goverment oa 
him; the third was called Bengotre, and 
he was captain-general of the army. Thefe 
N three 
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three brethren were in this battle, in which 
the chiefcft and the laft were never heard of 
quick nor dead. Only Temiragio fled in tlw 
battle, having loft one of his eyes : when 
the news came to the city of the overthrow 
of the battle, the wives and children of 
thefe three tyrants, with their lawful king 
(kept prifonet) fled away, fpoiled as they 
were, and the four kings of the Moors en- 
tered the city Bezeneger with great triumph, 
and there they remained fix months fearch- 
ing under houfes and in all places for money 
and others things that were hidden, and 
then they departed to their own kingdoms, 
becaufe they were not able to maintain fuch 
a kingdom as that was, fo far diftant frotw 
their own country. 

Whin the 'kings were departed from 
Bezeneger, this Temiragio returned to the 
city, aad then began for to repopulate If, 

and 
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and lent word to Goa to the merchants, if 
they had any horfcs, to bring them to him, 
and he would pay well for them, and for 
this caufe the aforefaid two merchants that 
I went in company withal, carried thofe 
horlcs that they had to Bezcneger. Alfo 
this tyrant made an order or law, that if 
ajiy merchant had any of the horfes that 
were taken in the aforefaid battle or war, 
although they were of his own mark, that 
he would give as much for them as they 
would ; and bcfide he gave general fafe 
condud: to all that lliould bring them. — * 
When by thefe means he faw that there 
were great ftore of horfes brought thither 
unto him, he gave the merchants lair words 
until fuch time as he faw they could bring 
no more. Then he licenfed the merchants 
to depart, without giving them any thing 
for their horfes, which when tltc poor men 
N 2 faw 
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faw they were defperate, and as it were mad 
with forrow and grief. 

I RESTED in Bezeneger fcven months* 
although in one month I might have dif- 
charged all my bufinefs ; for it was necef- 
firy to reft there until the ways were clear 
of thieves, which at that time ranged up 
and down. And in the time I refted there, 
I faw many ftrangc and bcaftly deeds done 
by the Gentiles. Firft, when there is 
any noble man or w^oman dead, they burn 
their bodies : and if a married man die, his 
wife muft burn herfelf alive for the love of 
her hufband, and with the body of her huf- 
band ; fo that when any man dieth, his wife 
will take a month's leave, two or three, or 
as ftie will, to burn herfelf in ; and that 
day being come wherein fhe ought to be 
burnt, that morning Ihe goeth out of her 
hoyfe very early, either on horfcback or an 

elephant 
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elephant, or elfc is bore by eight ;viCii on u 
Imall ftage: in one of thefe orders fhc 
goeth, being apparelled like to a bride, car • 
ried round about the city, with her hair down 
about her flioiilders, garniflied with jewels 
and flowers, according to the eflate of the 
party, and they go witli as great joy as 
brides do in Venice to their nuptials : fhe 
carrieth in her left hand a looking-glafs, and 
in her right hand an arrow, and fingctli 
through the city as Ihe palTeth, and faith, 
that flic go to fleep with her dear fpoufe and 
huiband. She is accompanied with hei; 
kindred and friends until it be one or two 
of the clock in the afternoon, then they go 
out of the city, and going along the river’s 
lide called Nigonden, which runneth un- 
der the walls of the city, until they come 
unto a place where they ufc to make this 
burning of women, being widows; there is 
^>reparcd iq this place a great l'qua;e cave, 

with 
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with a little pinnacle hard by it, four or five 
lleps up : the forcfaid cave is full of dried 
wood. The woman being come thither, 
accompanied with a great number of people 
which come to fee the thing, then they 
make ready a great banquet, and flie that 
thall be burnt eateth with as great joy and 
gladiiefs as though it were her wedding-day; 
and the fcaft being ended, then they go to 
dancing and Tinging a certain time, accord- 
ing as (he will. After this, the woman of 
her own accord commandeth them to make 
the fire in the fquare cave where the dry 
wood is, and when it is kindled, they come 
ai^id certify her thereof, then p!*efently Ihe 
leaveth the feaft, and taketh the neareft 
kinfman of her huiband by the hand, and 
they both go together to the bank of the 
afoi'claid river, whdre flie putteth off all 
her jewels and all her clothes, and giveth 
^hem to her parents or kinsfolk, and cover- 



ing herfelf with a cloth, becaufe (he will 
not be feen of the people being naked, Ihe 
throweth herfelf into the river, laying, O 
wretches, walli away your fins. Coming 
out of the water, Ihe rolleth herfelf into a 
yellow cloth of fourteen braces long: and 
again Ihe taketh her hulband’s kinfinan by 
the hand, and they go both together up to 
the pinnacle of the fquare cave wherein the 
fire is made. When llie is on the pinnacle, 
flic talkcth and reafoneth with the people, 
recommending unto them her children and 
kindred. Before the pinnacle they ufe to 
fet a mat, becaufe they fliall not fee the 
ficrcencfs of the fire, yet there arc many 
that will have them plucked away, fliewing 
therein an heart not fearful, and that they 
arc not afraid of that fight. When this filly 
woman hath reafoned with the people a good 
while to her content, there is another wo- 
men that taketli a pot with oil, and fprin- 
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tieth it over her head, and with the fanie Ihii 
anointethall her body, and afterwards throw* 
eth the pot into the furnace, and both the 
woman and the pot go together into the 
fire'; and prefently the people that are round 
about the the furnace throw after her into 
the cave great pieces of wood, fo by this 
means, with the fire, and with the blows 
that ihe hath with the wood thrown after 
her, file is quickly dead; and after this there 
groweth fuch forrow, and fuch lamentation 
among the people, that all their mirth is 
turned into howling and weeping, in fuch 
wife that a man could fcarce bear the hear- 
ing of it. I have fecn many burnt in this 
manner, becaufe my houfe, was near to the- 
gate where they go out to the place of burn- 
ing : and when there dieth any great man* 
his wife with all his Haves with whom he ' 
hath had carnal copulation, burn themfelvcs 
together with him. Alfo, in this kingdom 

I have 
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1 have fccn amongfl: the bafe fort of people 
this ufe and order, that the man being 
dead, he is carried to the place where they 
will make his fepulchre, and fetting him 
as it were upright, then cometh his wife 
before him on her knees, calling her arms 
about his neck, with embracing and clalp'*. 
ing him until fuch time as the mafons have, 
made a wall round about them, and when 
the wall is as high as their necks, there co- 
meth a man behind the woman and ftran-. 
gleth her: then when (he is dead, the 
workmen finilli the wall over their heads, 
and fo they lie buried both together, Be- 
fides thefe, there are an infinite number of 
beaftly qualities amongft them, of wliich 
I have no defire to write. I was delirous to 
know the caufe why thefe women would 
fo wilfully burn themfclves againll nature 
and law, and it was told me that this law 
was of an ancient time, to make provifion 
0 againll 
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agamft the flaughters which women made 
of theif hufbands. For in thofe days before 
this law was made, the women, for every 
little difpleafure that their huiband had 
done unto them, would prefently poifon 
their hulbands, and take other menj and 
now by reafon of this law, they are more 
faithful unto tlieir hulbands, and count 
their lives as dear as their own, becaufe 
that after his death her . own followeth pre- 
fently. 

In the year of our Lord God 1567, for 
the ill fuccefs that the people of Bezenegcr 
had, in that their city was lacked by the 
four kings, the king with his court went to 
dwell in a caftle, eight days journey up in 
the land from Bezeneger, called Penegonde, 
Allb, fix days journey from Bezeneger, the 
place where they get diamonds ; I was not 
there, but it was told me that it is a great 

place 
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place, compafled with a wall, and that they 
fell the earth within the wall for fo much a 
lijuadron, and the limits afe fct how deep 
or hollow they ihall dig. Thofe diamonds 
that are of a certain fizc, and bigger than 
that fize, are all for the king j it is many 
years ago lince they got any there, for the 
troubles that have been in that kingdom. 
The firft caufc of this trouble was, becaule 
the fon of tliis Temiragio had put to death 
the lawful king which he had in prifon, for 
which caufe the barons and noblemen in 
that kingdom would not acknowledge him 
to be their king, and by this means there 
are many kings, and great divifion in that 
kingdom, and the city of Bezeneger is not 
altogether deftroyed, yet the houles Hand 
ftill, but empty, and there is dwelling in 
them nothing, as is reported, but tygers and 
other wild beafts. The circuit of this city . 
is four and twenty miles about, and within 
O z the 
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the walls are certain mountains. The 
houfes ftand walled with earth, and plain, 
all faving the" three places of the three ty-. 
rant brethren, and tlie Pagodas, which are 
idol houfes j thefe are made with lime and 
fine marble. I have ften many kings courts, 
and yet I have feen none in greatnefs like 
this of Bezeneger, 1 liiy, for the order of 
his palace, for it hath nine gates or ports. 
Firft when you go into the palace where tlie 
king did lodge, there are five great ports or 
gates; then within thefe there are four lef- 
fer gates, which are kept with porters.— 
Without the firft gate there is a little porch, 
where there is a captain with five and twen- 
ty foldiers, that keepeth watch and watch 
night and day ; and within that another with 
the like guard, where through they come to 
a very fair court, and at the end of that 
court there is another porch as the firft, 
with tj^e like guard, and within that another 

epurt, 
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court. And in this wife are the firft five 
gates guarded and kept with captains and 
foldiers; and then the leflfer gates within 
are kept with a guard of porters: which 
gates Hand open greateft part of the night, 
becaufe the cullom of the Gentiles is to do 
their bufincfs and make their feafts in the 
night, rather tlian by day. The city is veiy 
•fiife from thieves, for the Portugal mer- 
chants flcep in the ftreets or under porches 
for the great heat which is there, and yet 
they never had any harm in the night. At 
the end of two months, I determined to go 
for. Goa, in the company of two other Por- 
tugal meich.ants, which were making ready 
to depart, with two palanquins or little lit- 
ters, which are very commodious for the 
way, with eight falchines, which are men 
hired to carry palanquins, eight for a pa- 
lanquin, four at a time, they carry them as 
wc ufed to carry barrows. And I bought 

tne 
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me two bullocks, one of them to ride ort^ 
and the other to carry my vidtuals and pro-* 
viCons ; for in that country they ride on 
bullocks with paiuiels, as v/e term them, 
girts, and bridles, and they have a good 
commodious pace. From Bezeneger to 
Goa, In liuiimcr, it is eight days journey, 
but we went in the midft of winter, in the 
month of July, and were fifteen chys com- 
ing to Ancola on the fea coft, fo in eight 
days I had loft my two bullocks : for he that 
carried my viduals was weak, and could 
not go, and the other when I came unto a 
river where there was a little bridge to pafs 
over, I put my bullock to fwimming, and 
in the midft of the river there was a little 
iiland, unto the v/hich my bullock went, 
and finding pafture there he remained ftill, 
and in no wife we could come to him, and 
fo {ler force I was forced to leave him ; and 
at that time there was much rain, and I 


was 
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ivas forced to go feveft days a foot with great 
pains: and by great chance I met with 
falchines by the way, whom I hired to 
carry my clothes and vidluals. We had 
great trouble in our journey, for that every 
day we were taken prifoners, by rcafon of 
the great dilTcntion in that kingdom : and 
every morning at our departure we mud: pay 
‘ rcfcat four or five pagies a man. And an- 
other trouble wc had as bad as tliis, that 
when we came into a new governor's coun- 
try, as every day we did, althougli they were 
all tributary to the king of Bezeneger, yet 
every one of them llamped a fcveral coin of 
copper, fo that the money that we took 
this day would not ferve the next: at length, 
by the help of God, we came fafc to 
Ancola, which is a country of the queen of 
Gargopam, tributary to the king of Bezen- 
eger. The merchandife that went every 
year from Goa to Bezeneger were Arabian 

horlcs. 
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horfes, velvets, damalks, and fattins, armelin 
of Portugal, and pieces of chian, faffi-on, 
and fcarlets : and from Bezenegcr they had 
in Turkey, for their commodities, jewels, 
and pagodis, which be ducats of gold: the 
apparel that they ufe in Bezenegcr is velvet, 
fattin, damaflc, fcarlet, or white bumball 
cloth, according to the ellate of the perfon, 
with long hats on their heads, called colae, 
made of velvet, fattin, damafk, or fcarlet, 
girding themfelves, inftcad of girdles, with 
fome fine white bumball cloth : they have 
breeches after the order of the Turks : they 
wear on their feet plain high things called 
of them afpergh, and at their ears they have 
hanging great plenty of gold. 

Returning to my voyage, when jvc 
were together in Ancola, one of my com- 
panions that had nothing to lofe, took a 
guide and went to Goa, whither they go in 

four 
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four days, the other Portugal not being dif-i 
pofcd to go, tarried in Ancola for that win- 
ter. The winter, in thofc parts of the In- 
dies, beginncth the fifteenth of May, and 
lafteth unto the end of Oftober: and as we 
were in Ancola, there came another mer- 
chant of horfcs in a palankeen, and two 
Portugal foldiers, which came from Zeilan, 
and two carriers of letters, which were 
Chriftians, born in the Indies, all thefc con- 
certed to go to Goa togctlier : and I deter- 
mined to go with them, and caufed a palan- 
keen to be made for me, very poorly, of 
canes : and in one of them canes I hid pri- 
vately all the jewels I had, and, according 
to the order, I took eight falchines to carry 
me : and one day about eleven of the clock 
we fet forward in our journey, and about 
two of the clock in the afternoon, as we 
palTed a mountain which divideth the terri- 
tory of Ancola and Dialcan, I being a little 
P behind 
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behind my company, was affaulted by eight 
thieves, four of them had fwords and tar- 
gets, and the other four had bows and ar- 
rows. When the falchines that carried me 
underftood the noife of the affault, they let 
the palankeen and me fall to the ground, 
and run away and left me alone, with my 
clothes wrapped about me: prefently the 
thieves were on my neck and rifclling me j 
they ftripped me ftark naked, and I feigned 
myfelf fick, becaufe I would not leave the 
palankeen j and I had made me a little bed 
of my clothes, the thieves fought it very 
narrowly and fubtily, and found two purfes 
that I had, well bound up together, where- 
in I had put my copper money, which I had 
changed for four pagodies in Ancola. The 
thieves thinking it had been fo many du- 
cats of gold, fearched no further : then 
they threw all my clothes in a bulh and 
hied them away; and as God would have it, 

at 
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at their departure there fell from them an 
handkerchief, and when I faw it, I rofa 
from my palankeen, or couch, and took 
k up and wrapped it together within my 
palankeen. Then thefe my falchines were 
of fo good condition, that they returned to 
fcek me ; whereas I thought I fliould not 
have found fo much goodnefs in them, be- 
caufe they were paid their money afore- 
hand, as is the ufe. I had thought to have 
fecn them no more. Before their coming I 
was determined to pluck the cane, wherein 
my jew^cls were hidden, out of my couch, 
and to have made me a walking llaiF, to 
carry in my hand to Goa, thinking that I 
Biould have gone thither on foot ; but by the 
faithfuliiefs of my falchines, I was lid of 
that trouble, and fo in four days they car- 
ried me to Goa; in which time I made hard 
fare, for the thieves left me neither money, 
gold, nor filver, and that which I did tat 
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was given me of my men for God’s fake ? 
and after, at my coming to Goa, I paid 
them for every thing royally that I had of 
them. From Goa I departed for Cochin, 
which is a voyage of three hundred miles j 
and between thefc two cities are many holds 
of the Portugals, as Onor, Mangalor, 
Barzclor, and Cananor. The hold or 
fort that you fhall have from Goa, to Co- 
chin, that belongeth to the Portugals, is cal- 
led Onor, which is jn the kingdom of the 
Queen of BattaceLi, which is tributary to 
the king of Bezeneger : there is no trade 
there, but only a charge with die captain 
and company he keepeth there. And pair- 
ing this place, you fliall conic to another 
fmall caltle of the Portugals, called Man- 
galor, and there is very fniall trade, but only 
for a little rice : and from thence you gO' 
to a little fort, called Barzelorj there they 
have good ftore of nee, whicl| is carried to 

Goa; , 
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Goa : and from thence you fhall go to 4 
eity called Cananor, which is a harquebulli 
fliot diftant from the chiefeft city that the 
king of Cananor hath in his kbgdom, being 
a king of the Gentiles : and he and his are 
very naughty and malicious people, always 
having delight to be in war with the Por-r 
tugals ; and when they are in peace, it is for 
their intereft to let their merchandife pafs. 
There gocth out of this kingdom of Ca- 
nanor all th ‘ cardamomum, great ftore of 
pepper, ginger, honey, fliips laden with 
great nuts, great quantity of archa, which 
is a fruit of the highnefs of nutmegs, which 
fruit they eat in all tliofe parts of India, 
and beyond the Indies, with the leaf of an 
herb which they call bettcll, the which is 
like unto our ivy leaf, but a little lefs, and 
thinner: they eat it made in plaifters with 
the lime made of oyfler-Hiells, and through 
the Indies they fpend great quantity of 

poney 
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money In this compofition, and it is ufed 
daily, which thing I would not have be- 
lieved if I had not feen it. The cuftomers 
get great profit by thefe herbs, for that they 
have cuftom for them. When this people 
cat and chew this in their mouths, it ma^ 
keth their fpittle to be red like unto blood, 
and they fay that it makcth a man to have 
a very good ftomach, and a fweet breath ; 
but fure, in my judgement, they eat it ra- 
ther to fulfil their filthy lufts, and of a 
knaveiy, for this herb is moift and hot, and 
maketh a very ftrong expullion. From Ca- 
nanor you go to Cranganor, which is a- 
nothcr fmall fort of the Portugals, in the 
land of tlie king of Cranganor, which is 
another king of the Gentiles, and a country 
of fmall importance, and of an hundred and 
twenty miles ; full of thieves, being under 
the king of Calicut, a king alfo of the 
pentiles, and a great enemy to the Portu-r 

gals. 
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^Is, which when he is always in war, he 
and his country is the neft and refting for 
llranger-thieves, and thofe be called Moors 
of Carpofa, becaufe they wear on their heads 
long red hats, and thieves part the fpoils 
that they take on the fia. with the king of 
Calicut, for he giveth leave unto all that 
will go a rowing, liberally to go, in fuch 
wife that all along that coaft there is fuch a 
number of thieves, that there is no failing 
in thofe feas but with great ihips and very 
well armed, or elfe they mull go in com- 
pany with the army of the Portugals.— - 
From Cranganor to Cochin is fifteen miles. 

To h continued^ 


KEARSLEY has juft publiflied, in Two Pocket 
Volumes, Price 6s. fewed^ or ys. bound, or- 
namented with the Head of Captain COOK, 
and a Chart containing the Track of the Ships, 

An 
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An ABRIDGEMENT of Captaim COOK’s 
T hree VOYAGES round the WORLD. 

The Firft from 1768 to I77i,^the Second 
from 1772 to 1775, and the Third and Laft, 
from 1776 to 1780. 

ALSO, 

CAPTAIN FURNEAUX's NaiTatIve during 
his Separation in the Second Voyage^ 

The Whole contains an Account of every in- 
tcrefting Tranfaftion, and an accurate Defcription 
of all the New Difcoverics, with the Cuftoms 
and Manners of the Inhabitants. 

To which is added, 

Captaiiif'-'CpOK's LIFE, written by Captain 
KING. 


Thofc who have the Care of Youth of 
tithigr'^; ^annot put a more entertaining 
^ours of Relaxation from 

Each Voiurfe^^be had^feparate, Price JS. 
fewed, or ^s. 64 ibouj 









